
KENTWOOD ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

MINUTES 

March 19, 2018 

 

Members Present: Gaffin, DeLuccia, DeBruyn, Clements, Brandt, Coughlin, Swoboda, Green, Tyson 

Members Absent: None 

 

Others Present: Lisa Golder, Economic Development Planner; John Gorney, Kentwood Public Works; 

Kentwood City Clerk Dan Kasunic; Deputy Finance Director Bhama Cairns; Birgit Klohs, The Right 

Place, Inc.; Jessica Bradley, Lawrence Young, and Omar Bakri, Kentwood Public Schools 

2.   Finance Report: 

         

3.  Minutes 

A motion was made by DeBruyn with support from Clements to approve the minutes of February 

2018, with correction. 

 

--Motion Carried-- 

 

    

 

4.  The Right Place Report, Birgit Klohs 

 Birgit reviewed the history of the Right Place and Economic Development in Kent County from the 

1980s.  She said that the Right Place was established in 1985.  Topics reviewed include the following: 

 

 How RPI is funded 

 Make-up of the board of directors 

 Amount of investment and new and retained jobs since 1985 

 The importance of Business retention and expansion that makes up 80% of RPI effort, with 

attraction only 20% 

 Discussed regional collaboration within Region 4 

 Additional support programs such the Michigan Manufacturing Technology Center and 

programs such as Hello West Michigan 

 Reviewed the 2017-2019 Strategic Plan 

 Reviewed 2017 project results 

 Reviewed Kentwood Projects from 2015-2017 

 

Birgit discussed issues of finding employees,  which is the current concern of businesses now.  She 

acknowledged the May 3 Career Fair at East Kentwood High School, and discussed the benefits of 

having so many languages spoken at the school.  The languages alone were the most important factor 

in attracting Bookings.com to the area.  There is also going to be an event called MI Career Quest on 

April 25th where 9000 students are expected to attend. 



 

She discussed issues of transportation to work, mentioning that transportation was an issue with ETO 

who moved to 60th and Patterson area, and no longer has access to the bus. 

 

 

Jessica Bradley, Lawrence Young, and Omar Bakri of Kentwood Public Schools were there to discuss 

the Career Day at KPS.  The Career Fair will expose students to different career fields including jobs 

that can be started right out of high school, college opportunities, and military options.  The event will 

be held at the freshman fieldhouse.  The fieldhouse can hold 100 tables for vendors or employers.  

There are currently 31 tables reserved so there is capacity for 70 more.  Jessica said she would like for 

companies to register in the next several weeks. 

There will also be opportunities for jobs for 16-17 year olds, and on site interviews.  All students, 

including freshmen, Crossroads, and EK students will be able to attend. 

 

The school are looking for assistance to attract more businesses to the career fair.  There is no cost to 

attend but the school is recommending that a $15.00 donation is made so that prizes can be 

purchased. 

 

Omar discussed a new rubric for grading which gave a score for attendance, because it is important to 

employers to know that a worker will be able to get to work on time too.   

 

It was suggested that this information be sent to the Wyoming Kentwood Chamber of Commerce as 

well to distribute to their members. 

 

There was additional discussion regarding educating students and parents about the opportunities 

available for high school grads that may not be college-bound. 

There was additional discussion regarding having aptitude testing to see in what areas students may 

have abilities that may help them choose a career. 

 

 

 

 

The meeting was adjourned. 


